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It was Sagami's custom to take Shinko to her school in the morning
and bring her back in the afternoon.
"Sagami, will you take Miyo along?" Okiku asked. "The road may
not be good after the shower."
Sagami's gray head went up. "The ground is dry and I am still ca-
pable of-" She glared at Okiku.
"Huh, Sagami, you are right-" Saionji intervened. The governess
beamed with joy.
"Thank you, my Master!" She bowed.
"See, Sagami, it's not a question of your condition. But Miyo is not
doing anything at this time in the afternoon. I think you'd better take
her along as your companion."
Sagami muttered to herself and left the room.
When the governess and maid were out of the house the Saionjis
spoke of the materials.
"It is wonderful to be able to get these new patterns, cheerful—"
"And cheap, too."
"Why is it, Prince?"
"Well, the Mitsukoshi store, the original drygoods division of the
Mitsui House, tried a new system right after the Sino-Nipponese War
and now other big merchants do the same. The proprietor wanted to
sell clothing to a larger number of people than before."
"Oh."
"But the public couldn't afford to buy. Besides, they wouldn't have
been interested, even if they had money, because for generations there
had been practically no change in material and pattern."
"I know that very well, Prince. I can still wear some of the ex-
pensive clothes I used for many years. Then we adopted the European
clothes from head to foot overnight and discarded them quickly,
too. Do you remember, Prince, how I tried to get accustomed to the
clothes you bought for me in Paris? We don't see any more society
ladies in European costumes."
"Huh, they, may revive as our intercourse with the West increases
with speed of travel. And, of course, our general economic and living
conditions must be improved also."
"Prince, but men seem to keep European clothes."
"Huh, I think that's because die government offices beginning with
the Imperial Court and business places, too, are being Westernized in
.every respect, while our homes are not. While working at a table with
a chair, it's far more convenient to wear European clothes than our

